
General Education.  All state universities and community colleges must require a 36-hour general education component 
for a baccalaureate degree or an associate of arts degree.  

The basic outline for the 36 hours at UNF include 
English Composition - 3 courses or 9 hours 
Mathematics - 2 courses or 6 hours 
Humanities - 3 courses or 9 hours, including a history and a philosophy class 
Social Sciences - 2 courses or 6 hours, including a course that deals with cultural diversity 
Natural Sciences – 2 courses or 6 hours. 
 

The stated learning outcomes for UNF’s General Education program are as follows: 
Know the world.  
Demonstrate knowledge of the natural sciences, mathematics, arts, and human societies.  
Apply knowledge to real-world situations.  
Recognize the inevitable limits of your own perception and understanding.  
Think Critically. 
Read, analyze, and understand complex texts or quantitative information.  
Use evidence to critically evaluate or defend a point of view.  
Understand and critically evaluate ethical or aesthetic points of view.  
Solve Problems.  
Locate, evaluate, and/or use research sources.  
Formulate and/or apply models to evaluate problems and draw conclusions.  
Respect Others.  
Demonstrate civic knowledge and engagement.  
Recognize your place in the world in relation to others.  
Express Yourself.  
Write in a coherent, analytical, and persuasive manner.  
Speak respectfully, articulately and coherently in informal discussions or formal presentations.  
 

It is assumed that these outcomes continue to be developed in upper division course work.  
 
Program Length of Study 

All baccalaureate programs in the State University System must consist of no more than 120 credit hours of course work, 
except if approved by the Board of Governors.  In the case of UNF we have xx degrees that exceed the 120 hour rule.  
These include 

 

 

 

Florida’s governing statutes:  
1007.25General education courses; common prerequisites; and other degree requirements.— 
 
(8)A baccalaureate degree program shall require no more than 120 semester hours of college credit, including 36 semester hours of 
general education coursework, unless prior approval has been granted by the Board of Governors for baccalaureate degree 
programs offered by state universities and by the State Board of Education for baccalaureate degree programs offered by 
community colleges. 
 



Summary Statements for Three Programs of Study 

Bachelor’s degree in English  Bachelor’s degree in Sociology  Bachelor’s degree in Electrical Engineering 

Course Category # of courses 
# of credit 

hours 

 
Course Category # of courses 

# of credit 
hours 

 
Course Category 

# of 
courses 

# of credit 
hours 

General Education 12 36  General Education 12 36  General Education 12 41 
Specified Requirement   3 9  Specified Requirement   3 9  Specified Requirement   6 23 

STUDENT CHOICE  9 27  STUDENT CHOICE  9 27  STUDENT CHOICE  6 18 
FREE ELECTIVES 9 27  FREE ELECTIVES 7- 8 21-24     
Minor & Foreign 
Language/Culture 

8 24  Minor & Foreign 
Language/Culture 

7- 8 23-24  Technical 
Prerequisites/Electives 

6 23 

MINOR 5 15  MINOR 5 15  Technical Prerequisites  4 12 
Foreign Language/Culture 3 9  FOREIGN LANGUAGE/CULTURE 2-3 8-9  Technical Electives 4 11 

Major  11 33  Major  12 36  Major 22 64 
Specific Course Requirement  5 15  Specific Course Requirement  5 15  Specific Course Requirement  19 55 

MAJOR ELECTIVES 6 18  MAJOR ELECTIVES 7 21  MAJOR ELECTIVES 3 9 
Total Program of Study   120  Total Program of Study   120  Total Program of Study  128 

 ALL CAPS demote a level of student choice 

  



 
 
Five sets of questions Venture Studies students are asked to consider during 
discussions where there are potential differences of opinion. 
 
 

1. What is your point of view?   
 

2. How did you come to hold that point of view? 
 

3. On what do you base that point of view? 
 

4. Can you ever know for sure that your position on this issue is correct? How or 
why not? 

 
5. When two people differ about matters such as this, is it the case that one 

opinion is right and one is wrong? If yes, what do you mean by "right"? If no, 
can you say that one opinion is in some way better than the other? What do 
you mean by "better"? 
 

 

Two different perspectives on what makes a strong undergraduate education: 

College graduates are better prepared for life if they have a strong liberal arts education. 

College graduates are better prepared to enter the workforce if they have completed a 
program of study that leads to a specific career. 



College graduates are better 
prepared for life if they have a 
strong liberal arts education. 

 

 

 College graduates are better 
prepared to enter the 
workforce if they have 
completed a program of study 
that leads to a specific career. 

In her recent article, Heather 
Wilson argues that 
undergraduate degrees are 
becoming more highly 
specialized. As a result, some 
of our brightest students 
aren’t being taught to think 
across disciplines. These 
students focus on their area 
of study and they don’t know 
how to identify the bigger 
problems or understand 
connections across fields.1 

 
In 1970/71, 46% of 
bachelor’s degrees came out 
of professional programs.  In 
2007/08 the figure was 45%. 
Degrees in business, health 
professions and 
communications have 
generally been on the rise, 
whereas the percent of 
degrees in education, 
engineering and 
mathematics have been on 
the decline.2 

 
U.S. universities are falling 
behind in graduating students 
with degrees in the STEM 
(science, technology, 
engineering and 
mathematics) areas.  The U.S. 
ranks 20th among nations in 
the proportion of college 
graduates in these fields.3 
Florida is tracking universities 
based on increases in STEM 
graduates.  

     

According to Anthony Marx, 
president of Amherst: “If you 
use your undergraduate years 
to prepare for a profession, 
you risk preparing for what 
you think is a lifelong career 
and miss out on learning to 
think.” 4 

The division between a 
technical and liberal 
education is a false 
dichotomy. A strong 
technical education must be 
founded on liberal education 
ideals, and a strong liberal 
education must involve an 
understanding of technology 
and the scientific method. 5 

Individuals who hold 
bachelor’s degrees in 
engineering and sciences will 
have mid-career incomes 
significantly higher than those 
who hold bachelor’s degrees 
in liberal arts fields. Often 
twice as high6 

     

A year ago, Chronicle of 
Higher Education reporter 
Goldie Blumenstyk suggested 
that in these economic times 
students are less interested in 
liberal arts. And yet, she 
asserts that these may be the 
times when we need “the 
liberal arts traditions of  
robust inquiry, curricular 
breadth, and a focus on 
critical thinking.” 7 
 

 Employers want graduates 
who have a broad range of 
skills and knowledge AND in-
depth skills and knowledge 
in a specific field or major. 
Students should be able to 
apply their college learning 
in real-world settings, 
develop the ability to 
conduct research and skills 
in evidence-based analysis. 
They should also focus on 
ethical decision-making and 
have direct experience with 
how scientific judgments are 
made.8 

 
In a survey conducted by the 
University of Connecticut, 
64% of adults felt that a 
college degree should prepare 
a student for a specific 
career.9 
 
 
According to William Sullivan 
from the Carnegie 
Foundation, first-generation 
college students want majors 
that lead to jobs upon 
graduation. 10 
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